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Abstract

University Students’ Perceptions on the Life of North Korean
Defectors: Using A Photovoice Methodology

Jae Rok Oh & Hyang Mi Yun

This study explores the university students' perceptions on the life of North Korean
defectors using a Photovoice methodology. Photovoice is one of the qualitative research
that is the participatory action research method of photography the awareness of the
symptoms and perceptions into the life of North Korean defectors. This study is a
qualitative study that has been performed by academic researchers and 8 people with
university students together during 3 months in 2014 and use a Photovoice method as a
community—based participatory research. According to the results, university students
who participated in this study showed various aspects of the perceptions on the life of
North Korean defectors. Through the discussion of these pictures and photograph
shooting, we could found the themes and recognition system for the perceptions on the
life of North Korean defectors. The results of this study so far, university students have

felt compassion and had a feeling heart on the life of North Korean defectors.

Key Words: Photovoice Methodology, North Korean Defectors, The Participatory
Action Research Method



